HEY, SHINJI, 
LOOK! I FOUND 
A BOTTLE OF 
CHAMPAGNE IN 
THE BACK OF 
THE PANTRY 
HERE! 


Q 


HEY, WITH 
THE WORLD AS 
| IT IS, NOBODY'S 
GOING TO STOP 


AH, ВИТ, COME DON'T "WHAAA" 


ON, I ALREADY ME! THAT'S ONE 
DECORATED THE OF MY LEAST 
7 TREE A FEW DAYS FAVORITE 


AGO... ISN'T THAT 
ENOUGH? 


WORDS! 
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YOU'LL ВЕ 


COOKING, 
OF COURSE. 


/ 


36 — 
NN 


/ 
| PRESENT 
|EXCHANGE? 


| 
РЕ! 


| PRESENT 
| EXCHANGE! 
| 
\ 
/ 
/ AL 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


FOR THE AGE 


AND THIS 
IS THE FIRST 
CHRISTMAS IN 
AS YOU THE NEW WORLD, 
SO WE COULDN'T 
WOULD HAVE ро ANYTHING 
LEFT IT, IT BUT MAKE IT 


WOULDN'T FESTIVE, 
HAVE FIT THE 


| 50... ARE 
WE GOING 
TO DRINK 


OH, GOOD, 
YOU WERE А 
LITTLE USEFUL 

AFTER ALL. 


I HOFE YOU 
LIKE IT... IT'S 
A FAVORITE 
OF YOURS. 


ADMIT, THOUGH... 
YOU REALLY 
WORKED HARD 
ON THE WRAPPING 
AND RIBBON. 


AND YOU 
WORKED 
REALLY 
HARD ON THE 
COSTUME... 


ATION'S 
KILLING 
МЕ. 


TREAT IT AS A 
ROSARY FOR THE 
ABSOLUTE PLEUGE 
OF LOYALTY YOU 


OWE TOME! / 


IDIOT, 


THIS LOCKET'S 


GOT A PICTURE WERE YOU 
OF MY ONE REALLY 
AND ONLY, EXPECTING 

MY FOREVER 
BELOVED, MY 
DARLING 


KAJI-SAN! 


MMKAY, AND AND IF 
AFTER YOUR THAT GETS 
FOOD COOLS 
DOWN WE'LL OUTSIDE 
AND AFTER БАТ, OF THIS 
| DINNER WE KITCHEN, 
| CAN TRY THIS I'LL KILL 


TOP-QUALITY 


! 
CHAMPAGNE. Yol: 


WOULDN'T 
IT SUCK, 
THOUGH, IF 
THIS TASTED 
AWFUL? 


CHRISTMAS 


ды / 


IS WHAT WE 
\ LEAVE TO ] 


THE AGES. / 
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WELL, 
ASUKA, 
YOU'LL 

BE WITH 


| 
1% МЕХТ 


YEAR, 


| ל 


WHY ARE 
YOU STILL 


INTO THIS | 
PARTY... / 


YEAH, ВИТ 
I WON'T 
NOTICE IF 

YOU DON'T. 


| WILL YOU \ 
! ACCEPT 
| IT МЕ, 

| REINDEER? | 


\ 
| Irs 
| SPECIAL. 
| / 


I DIDN'T 
THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

PRESENT 

EARLIER. 
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235 


«WAIT. SHE 
COULDN'T HAVE 
HIS PICTURE AT 

THIS POINT IN 

TIME... 


236 


ON A CLEAR NIGHT, 

A PRIESTESS SMILES 
HER BLESSING BRINGS 
ABOUT THE DAWN'S LIGHT 
BRILLIANT AND MELODIOUS. 
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